
Presidents Report – 2025 - 2026 

 

Well, it is good to be able to report on a year that doesn’t include floods and other natural 

disasters. 

As our audit report will reveal, the club has recorded a handy profit of $71,576  while 

membership numbers declined from 543 to 515. 

The Champagne 9 continues to go from strength to strength; Well done Pam and all those 

who assist with this fantastic initiative. 

Some thank you’s from me that are all truly deserved: 

Firstly, thank you to my Board for their commitment and contribution in 2025/26.  In 

particular, Paul Henderson who is doing a wonderful job as treasurer, the irrepressible Col 

Booth for his enthusiasm and commitment to all things Jamberoo, the back again gone 

again Dave Ransom who filled in briefly but still contributes behind the scenes.   

A number of new Directors joined the Board during the course of the year.  We welcomed 

Matt Ross as Captain and then most recently Mitchell Smee as Vice Captain.  Great to have 

some young blood on the Board. 

 

To all our Board members throughout the reporting year thank you for all the good ideas, 

healthy debate, and good humour and for shouldering a share of the workload.  Ladies 

President Pam Middlebrook, while sitting outside the Board, continues to regularly attend 

our Board meetings as a guest and is a wonderful contributor to those meetings and to the 

Club in general. 

Nick and team, keep up the good work, you do a wonderful job with limited staff and 

resources compared to the bigger clubs in the region.  That said we did welcome a new 

apprentice greenkeeper Reuben Lynch and groundsmen Aaron Peppolini .  Linda, Marie, 

Joan, and latest recruit Sharon thanks for another year of fine back-of-house work, 

maintaining the books, paying the wages and accounts, managing memberships and 

competitions, and implementing new software, to name a few.  Additionally, Mandy does 

an excellent job with the cleaning, as does Tara with the carts. 

Our volunteers are the heartbeat of Jamberoo Golf Club - gardens, working bees, flood 

cleanups, grant applications, and in particular our shop volunteers, where Peter Young is the 

glue that holds it all together.  Thank you all for your selfless service.   



Thanks also to Sue Paul, who continues to contribute in her role as Footgolf Coordinator and 

in numerous other ways.  There are many others who contribute to the Clubs operations. 

Thank you all. 

My apologies if I have overlooked anyone. 

I also wish to recognise the wonderful generosity of our many sponsors, in particular major 

sponsors Oaks Automotive (Steve Oppert), Elders Real Estate (Viv Marris), Just Bathrooms 

(John Anthony), Cleary Bros Concrete.  I encourage our members to direct any business they 

may have towards our club sponsors.  Unfortunately for us Viv Marris has recently retired 

and the Elders Real Estate Office in Jamberoo has now closed, but a special thank you to Viv 

for her dedicated support of our club over so many years. 

Roll Call 

Sadly, we again lost a number of members or former members – Ron Freeman (the Club’s 

inaugural President), Stuart Potter, Mel Garratt, Shirley Dixon, and Allan Cox.  All will be 

sadly missed.  My apologies if I have missed anyone. 

Audit Report 

A net Profit of $71,576.  

Members 

Membership numbers (472 in 2017, 464 in 2018, 428 in 2019, 398 in 2020, 536 in 2021, 561 

in 2022, 518 in 2023, 575 in 2024 and 543 in 2025) have seen a small decline to 515 as of 31 

May 2026. 

One target of our member retention program is to assist our older members with a loyalty 

discount.  Anecdotally, this appears to be working effectively with our older members (80 

years and over who have been continuous members for ten or more years) getting a 

sizeable discount, so that renewal is hopefully less of a “will I or wont I, I hardly play 

anymore” decision.  The decision to end or continue this loyalty discount is a matter for the 

Board to review each year, but it has been continued for 25/26. 

My congratulations to our men and ladies champions and representative teams for their 

participation and the manner in which they represent our club (details below in the reports 

of our Captain and Ladies President). 

 

The 25-26 Year in Summary 

• Financial result of $71,576 

• Member numbers down 28 to 515 



• The rebuild of the 16th retaining wall and associated works has been completed with 

the hole back in play for most of this reporting period.  

• At the time of writing this report the Staged DA is very  close to completion, and I am 

hopeful that by the time of the AGM I can report on its completion and submission 

for approval. Importantly, staged DA approval will also tick a necessary box for grant 

funding applications. 

• A new ten-year lease/licence from 1 October 2025 has been signed with Club 

Jamberoo covering the practice green and 4th green. 

• Significant tree pruning and removal and stump grinding removal has been 

undertaken with more to come. 

• New Gold Tees established and rated, with grant assistance of $10,000 from the 

NSW Golf Foundation. 

• The loyalty membership discount for those members over 80 years of age who have 

been members for 10 or more years has been continued. 

• A new/2nd hand spray unit has been purchased. 

• The 4th green rebuild is complete and hopefully it will be ready for play in the coming 

spring. 

 

 

 

The Year Ahead  

• Our top priority remains getting the staged DA completed, lodged and approved.  

While this is largely in the hands of our consultants, its importance can’t be 

underestimated.  It needs to be comprehensive, as it is the vehicle to undertaking 

works across the course in compliance with regulatory obligations.  It is essential to 

getting grant applications past 1st base. 

• Secondly, on the back of the Staged DA submission we need to initiate the political 

machinations necessary to advance our prospects of grant funding success. 

• A DA is also to be prepared for the Club’s Street front section of the rental property 

on Allowrie Street. 

• Growing our membership base is also critical to our ability to fund existing staffing 

levels and help fund course improvements.  Keeping our membership fees at current 

levels compared to our competitors is also dependent on growing our membership 

numbers. 



• Completion of works on the 16th (Removal of the surface weed and installation of 

aerators). 

• Works to replace the 6th bridge crossing of Hyams Creek is subject to getting the 

staged DA approval from Council.  This will be a new higher-level bridge which will be 

less prone to catch logs and exacerbate flood impacts. 

• More generally, our focus needs to remain on the repair and improvement of the 

course and its built assets as we drive to attract new members and encourage the 

return of former members, which will improve revenues and underpin the future 

success of the Club. 

• For compliance and insurance reasons we also need to lodge “retrospective” DA’s for 

the 1st and 8th bridges. 

 

Phil Hahn  

President 

 

Captain’s Report 2025-2026 

A New Chapter 

Earlier this year I was honoured to accept the role of Club Captain at Jamberoo Golf Club. 

Firstly, I would like to thank the Board for placing their confidence in me and entrusting me with this 

position. Having been involved with the club for a number of years, it is a privilege to be given the 

opportunity to contribute in a different capacity and help continue the strong culture that makes 

Jamberoo Golf Club such a special place. 

While I am still finding my feet in the role, I have been fortunate to inherit a club that is built on a 

solid foundation of dedicated volunteers, passionate members and a committee that genuinely 

wants to see the club continue to thrive. 

Dave Ransom’s Guidance 

I would like to make special mention of Dave Ransom for his outstanding contribution to the club 

over many years as Captain. 

Dave has dedicated countless hours both on and off the course, and the standard he has set is one 

that I hope to build upon. His willingness to share his knowledge, offer guidance and assist with a 

smooth transition into the role has been invaluable. The club owes Dave a tremendous debt of 

gratitude for everything he has done and continues to do for Jamberoo Golf Club. 

 



Pennant Season 2026 

This year we proudly fielded 3 teams in: 

• B Grade 

• Two White Horse Cup teams – WHC1 & WHC3 

These teams were led by Chris Leckey, Scott Lacey, and Larry Kent. 

It was a tough season for all our pennant teams with many rounds decided by close margins. 

B Pennant – 1-3-3 (W-L-D) 

WHC1 – 2-3-1 

WHC3 – 2-4-1 

We're continuing to build a strong balance of experienced matchplay players and emerging talent 

placing Jamberoo in an excellent position for the upcoming Pennant season. With continued 

member support and availability, we're hopeful of fielding four teams once again — B Grade, C 

Grade and two White Horse Cup sides. 

 

 

Course Presentation 

A sincere thank you to Nick and the entire greens staff. 

The presentation of our course continues to receive positive feedback from both members and 

visitors. Maintaining a course to such a high standard is no easy task, particularly with the weather 

challenges we've experienced, and we appreciate the hard work that goes into making Jamberoo 

one of the best presented courses on the South Coast. 

Our Volunteers 

A golf club simply doesn't function without volunteers, and Jamberoo is fortunate to have so many 

members who generously give their time. 

Whether it's helping around the clubhouse, volunteering at events, assisting with competitions, 

serving on committees, or quietly lending a hand whenever needed, your efforts often go unseen 

but are greatly appreciated. 

I would also like to thank our Board members for the work they undertake behind the scenes to 

ensure the club continues to move forward. 

Congratulations to Our Major Winners 

Congratulations to all members whose names will be added to the Honour Board following another 

successful year of competition. 



• 2025 Club Champions 

o A Grade – Joe Neilson 

o B Grade – Ken Holt 

o C Grade – Peter Hughes 

o Veterans – Craig Foster 

• 2025 Gold Medal Winners 

o A Grade – John Auguston 

o B Grade – Ryan Medland 

o C Grade – Peter Willis 

• Mixed Open Champions – Ben Howchin & Elise Howchin (Grange) 

• Men’s Open Champion - Colin Mitchell (LSC) 

• Men’s Foursomes Champions – Chris Leckey & Anthony Humphries 

• Mixed Foursomes Champions – Anthony Humphries & Gail Rutledge 

• Single Matchplay – Pat Paris 

• Fourball Matchplay – Pat Paris & Larry Kent 

Congratulations also to every member who won club events throughout the year. Your 

achievements add to the proud history of Jamberoo Golf Club and reflect the healthy level of 

competition within our membership. 

 

Women's President's Report 2025–2026 

It has been another outstanding year for women's golf at Jamberoo Golf Club. 

Our women's membership continues to grow, with many new members enjoying early 

success in our major competitions while becoming valued contributors to the Club. 

Highlights of 2026 

Our Saturday nine-hole competition, Champagne 9 (C9), is now in its fifth year and 

continues to thrive, attracting excellent numbers each week. This mixed group of players, 

both with and without handicaps, provides a welcoming environment for golfers of all 

abilities. The friendships formed and the lively atmosphere on the verandah after play have 

renewed many players' enthusiasm for the game. 

Recognising the desire of many C9 participants to improve their golf, two of our low-marker 

members, John Anthony, and Joel McIntosh, introduced weekly group clinics focusing on 

chipping and putting. Their generosity has helped players develop confidence while 

developing the skills needed to achieve their long-term golfing goals. 



A new initiative, Top Gun, was trialled earlier this year and will now become a permanent 

fixture on our calendar. This event recognises the outstanding improvement of members who 

began their golfing journey through C9 before progressing into the Club's main 18-hole 

competition—the "Big League." The playoff format was extremely well received, with Kay 

Brennan becoming our inaugural Top Gun Champion. 

Championship Results 

2026 Club Champion – Judi O'Brien 

B Grade Gross Champion – Jenelle Anderson 

C Grade Gross Champion – Barbara Costello 

Veterans Champion – Pam Middlebrook 

2025 Foursomes Champions – Lyn Kuskey & Jenelle Anderson 

2025 Hooker Cup Champions – Linda Kirwan & Annette Robinson 

2026 Gold Medal Winners 

A Grade – Jenny Strong 

B Grade – Marie Smith 

C Grade – Cheryl Legge 

Women's Golf Illawarra (WGI) Events 

At the Annual Three-Day Tournament 

• Judi O'Brien won the 36-Hole Nett Championship (Division 2). 
• Kay Brennan was runner-up in Division 1. 

At the Pennants Opening Day, our team of Kim Gray, Tracey Watson, Sue Paul, and Ticha 

Maichinwong finished second overall. 

Pennants 

Jamberoo enjoyed another strong Pennant season, with three of our four teams remaining in 

contention for the finals until the closing stages of the competition. Although none progressed 

through, the commitment and standard of golf displayed by our players was exceptional and 

reflected the strength of our relatively small women's membership. 

Veterans Week of Golf and Open Days 

These events continue to be extremely popular with our members. 



Kew 

Twelve Jamberoo members participated, with outstanding performances including: 

• Rhonda McKinley – Runner-up in the 54-Hole Championship. 
• Sylvia Bayo, Glen Bayo, Neen Coffee and Lidia Waine – Winners of the Team Event from a 

field of 33 teams. 

Australian Veteran Golfers Championship – Darwin 

• Dell Brand won the B Grade Stableford. 

Central West 

• Liz Armstrong won the 54-Hole Championship, highlighted by a memorable hole-in-one at 
Wentworth. 

• Kim Oborn finished runner-up in the C Grade 54-Hole Championship. 

Southern Highlands 

Five Jamberoo members represented the Club. 

NSW Veterans Match Play Championships – Nelson Bay 

Mary Deevy proudly represented Jamberoo. 

Kiama Autumn Cup 

Congratulations to: 

• Kay Brennan & Sylvia Bayo – Second in the Gross. 
• Gail Rutledge & Cheryl Smee – Division 1 Nett Winners. 
• Pam Middlebrook & Helen Wainwright – Division 2 Nett Winners. 

Kiama Health Charity Day 

Congratulations to Pam Middlebrook, Helen Wainwright, Sylvia Bayo, and Cheryl Smee on 

winning this event. 

Financial Report 

The Women's Committee has once again enjoyed a successful year raising funds through 

lunches provided on competition days. These funds have been reinvested into improving 

Club facilities, including: 

• New fans to complement the existing verandah heaters. 
• A handheld vacuum cleaner ($665). 
• Mobile phone holders fitted to Club golf carts (thank you to Rob Hodkinson for the 

installation). 



• An espresso pod coffee machine ($200). 
• Subsidising Christmas hams ($123). 
• Gift cards for the Green Staff ($200). 

Our charity events also raised significant funds: 

• Pancreatic Cancer Charity Day – $2,600 donated. 
• Community Cancer Links Charity Day – $1,000 donated. 

Our participation programs also generated valuable income: 

• Get Into Golf Women's Clinic – $1,320. 
• MyGolf Program at Jamberoo Primary School – $1,200. 

Champagne 9 has also made a significant financial contribution to the Club, generating 

$9,802 in green fees during the year. 

Acknowledgements 

A sincere thank you to everyone who contributes to the success of our Club. 

Our Green Staff, led by Nick Goodger, for presenting the course in outstanding condition. 

Our Volunteers, who manage the Pro Shop and daily Club operations under the leadership 

of Peter Young. 

Office Staff – Linda McGlinchey, Marie Ransom, Sharon Weir, and Joan Ditton. 

Our Gardeners and Working Bee Volunteers, particularly Bruce Michie, Sharon and Italo 

Baraldi, Tracey Watson, John Draper, Kay Brennan, and the many others who generously 

gave their time throughout the year. 

Clinic Helpers – Cheryl Smee, Lorraine Southwell, Sylvia Bayo, Helen Wainwright, Joel 

McIntosh, and John Anthony. 

Our Sponsors – Elders Real Estate (Viv Marris), Drummond Golf (Kris Morrison) and 

Jamberoo IGA. 

A special thank you to Life Member David Ransom, whose work in securing grant funding 

enabled the installation and official course rating of the Gold Tees. 

Thank you also to the Board of Directors for their continued support of women's golf and 

their commitment to providing Medley competitions throughout the year. 

Farewell 

This year we reluctantly farewelled three valued members who are no longer able to continue 

playing golf: Rose Sheath, Cheryl Legge, and Marie Farrant. 



We also sadly lost one of our most loyal and long-serving members, Shirley Dixon. Shirley's 

contribution to our Club, together with her friendship and dedication over many years, will be 

remembered with great affection. 

Thanks to the Women's Committee 

Finally, my sincere appreciation goes to the Women's Committee: 

• Vice President: Lyn Kuskey 
• Captain: Judi O'Brien 
• Vice-Captain: Jenny Strong 
• Secretary: Marie Smith 
• Treasurer: Gail Rutledge 
• Welfare Officer: Rhonda McKinley 
• Veterans Delegate: Lorraine Southwell 
• Assistant Veterans Delegate: Cheryl Smee 
• Delegates: Sylvia Karschies, Gloria Thompson, and Margaret Cook 
• Life Member: Shirley Walsh 

Your dedication, teamwork and countless volunteer hours continue to make women's golf at 

Jamberoo Golf Club such a welcoming, enjoyable, and successful community. 

Thank you all for another wonderful year. 

Pam Middlebrook 

Women's President 

Jamberoo Golf Club 

 


