
 
 

Course and Competition Closures 

Roles 

The Head Green Keeper is responsible for the maintenance of the course and its suitability for play 

and for the closure of the course or imposing restrictions on its use where there is a likelihood of 

damage to the course. He is to inform the Club Captain of any issues on the course that may impact 

competition play or that may warrant the Club Captain applying a “Local Rule”. 

The Club Captain is head of the Greens and Match Committees and will implement any course 

restrictions required by the Head Greenkeeper to protect the course from damage including 

restrictions on the use of carts and scooters, the need to tee up on fairways, etc.  The Club Captain 

will in a timely manner notify the starters of any required restrictions on play and advertise the 

status of the course to members. 

Note:  It is expected that the Head Green Keeper & Club Captain will liaise with each other in their 

respective decision-making roles.  Points that should be considered: 

• Are enough holes in a playable condition to allow some form of play to be allowed, 

such as 9 holes, 12 holes or even 18 holes by playing certain holes twice; 

 

• What are the potential costs of playing/not playing, or not allowing carts on the 

course. 

 

• How big a field is booked in for the day’s play, and how many carts are booked or 

likely to be out on the course, and are the potential impacts on the course and on the 

membership. 

 

• Can or should carts be allowed for competition players but not for social play 

 

 

Course Closures and Competition Cancellations 

The course will only be closed if playing in the conditions would in the view of the Head Green 

Keeper or his delegate cause unacceptable damage to the course.  

Re-opening the Course after a closure: The Head Green Keeper or his delegate will decide and then 

notify the Captain when the course becomes available for play. 

 

Special Note Regarding Saturday and Sunday Competitions:  

If as of Friday afternoon no decision has been made to close the course for Saturday and or Sunday 

the Head Green Keepers decision making responsibility for course closure or restrictions on play is 

delegated to a consultative decision between any green staff member attending for work (usually 1st 

light Saturday), and the Club Captain.  Should no green staff representative be in attendance, the 

decision is to be made by the Club Captain, and if he or she is unavailable, uncontactable the shop 

starter may make the decision to close the course, cancel or restrict play. 



 
 
 

  

A competition will only be cancelled if in the view of the Club Captain or his delegate play might 

constitute an unacceptable risk of harm to the players. Wet, windy or other types of inclement 

weather are not a reason in themselves to cancel a competition (if members are prepared to play in 

such conditions they should generally be allowed to do so).  A warning hooter will be sounded to 

alert golfers that play has been suspended or cancelled. 

If conditions change after the commencement of a competition, no refund of comp fees will be given 

unless the Club Captain or his delegate cancels the competition. 

If the playing conditions are deemed unsuitable for play, the Club Captain or his delegate may 

suspend or cancel/abandon the days competition. Where play in a competition has been suspended 

the Captain or his delegate will be responsible for the on-going reassessment of the playability of the 

course but will not cancel that days competition until at least 60 minutes has elapsed after play has 

been suspended. He will contact the Head Greenkeeper to seek his advice when appropriate. 

Competition players may independently suspend their round if for example a green becomes 

flooded and unplayable. In such circumstances the players may mark their ball and come back to the 

clubhouse and wait to see if conditions improve. 

The responsibility rests with the player whether to play on or leave the course if they are on the 

course in these situations. 

Re-Opening Competitions: When conditions have improved, and play can safely resume the Captain, 

or his delegate will re-start the competition. 

 

 

Safety  

Precautions in case of lightning and severe weather: Players have responsibility for their own safety 

and have the option to mark their ball, stop play, seek shelter, and resume play when they believe it 

is safe to do so. 

If players are caught out on the course during severe weather, they should act to ensure their safety.  

If concerned about lightning or high wind, players should come off the course immediately. 

All members should ensure that children or others searching for golf balls are told that they are in 

danger and that they are in fact trespassing on Private Property. Ask them to leave immediately. 
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